
God With Us

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Isaiah 7:14 (NIV) - Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth 
to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 
• The name “Immanuel” is translated "God is with us” 
• As we prepare ourselves to celebrate the birth of Jesus in one of the most globally challenging years in 

our lifetime, let’s take a few weeks to encourage ourselves with the powerful truth that…  
• WE ARE NOT ALONE.  Immanuel!  God is with us! 
Isaiah 43:1-2 (NLT) - But now, O Jacob, listen to the Lord who created you. O Israel, the one who formed 
you says, “Do not be afraid, for I have ransomed you.  I have called you by name; you are mine. 2 When you 
go through deep waters, I will be with you.  When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not 
drown. When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames will not 
consume you. 
• During this series, we’re examining three attributes of the God that is with us: 

• The God with us is a Way Maker 
• The God with us is a Chain Breaker 
• The God with us is a Care Taker 

Week #2 – Chain-Breaker 
II Corinthians 10:4 NIV - The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, 
they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 

Hebrews 12:1 KJV-  Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race 
that is set before us 
• Beset means surround, harass, assail on all sides; hem in; enclose. 

Luke 13:15-16 NIV - The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath 
untie your ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? 16 Then should not this woman, a 
daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath 
day from what bound her?” 
• The God with us is a Chain-Breaker 
• Chain is defined as: 

o something that confines or restrains (give examples – sickness, poverty, bad habits) 
o a sequence of items of the same type forming a line. 

▪ (Ex: a person keeps having the same type of relationship over and over again; different 
name, same ship; every time you get close to being debt free the same thing happens, 
etc.) 

• QUOTE: Satan does not have the ability to create anything. Satan does not create chains he only 
assembles them. He can only assemble a chain in our lives using the links provided.   

Ezekiel 34:27 NLT - The orchards and fields of my people will yield bumper crops, and everyone will live 
in safety. When I have broken their chains of slavery and rescued them from those who enslaved them, 
then they will know that I am the Lord. 
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• QUOTE: God is not only breaking the chains that hold us back, he’s breaking the chains that are 

holding back the things that belong to us!   
• (Personal Window)  [SHOW PICTURE OF KARIS] 
• A CHRISTMAS CAROL is one of the most iconic short stories ever written.  There is a character 

introduced in the first chapter that is known for his chains.  His name is Jacob Marley.  One of the most 
memorable quotes from the story comes from Mr. Marley:  

• [Show Marley Quote Graphic] - "I wear the chain I forged in life…I made it link by link, and yard by 
yard; I girded it on of my own free will, and of my own free will I wore it” 

• As Jacob Marley illustrates, chains don’t just hold you back, they weigh you down and they wear you 
out.  But the God with us is a chain-breaker! 

• Matthew 11:28-30 NLT -  Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble 
and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy to bear, and the 
burden I give you is light. 

• Jacob Marley told Scrooge he’d be visited by spirits of the past, present and future.  I find that we all are 
at times haunted by chains from our past, present and future.  But Immanuel!  God is with us to free us 
from chains of the past, present, & future! 

1. Chains of the past: Past hurts & abuse, generational curses, past failures, early exposure to adult vices, 
etc. 

• Isaiah 61:1 NLT - The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is upon me, for the Lord has anointed me to 
bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to comfort the brokenhearted and to proclaim that 
captives will be released and prisoners will be freed. 

2. Chains of the present: temptation, sin & cycles (vices & entanglements) 
• John 4:15-18 NLT - Please, sir,” the woman said, “give me this water! Then I’ll never be thirsty 

again, and I won’t have to come here to get water.” 16 “Go and get your husband,” Jesus told her. 
17 “I don’t have a husband,” the woman replied.  Jesus said, “You’re right! You don’t have a 
husband— 18 for you have had five husbands, and you aren’t even married to the man you’re 
living with now. You certainly spoke the truth! 

o Quote: “See the devil, he learns from your mistakes, even if you don’t.  That's how he 
keeps you in cycles." Jonathan McReynolds, “Cycles” 

• Luke 8:38-39 NLT - The man who had been freed from the demons begged to go with him. But 
Jesus sent him home, saying, “No, go back to your family, and tell them everything God has done 
for you.” So he went all through the town proclaiming the great things Jesus had done for him. 

• Romans  
o QUOTE: If we worship God with our time, talents & treasure, soon we’ll find that there are 

more links connecting us to God than to sin.  Eventually, the force of God’s love for us and 
our love for Him becomes stronger than the temptation and that chain will break! 

3. Chains of the future - worry, fear, timidity 
• John 16:33 NIV - I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world 

you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world. 
o The phrases “Fear not” or “Be not afraid” appear over 100 times in scripture! 
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• Isaiah 41:10 NKJV - Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will 

strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand. 
o What would you do if you knew you couldn’t fail? 

• QUOTES: 
o “Of all the liars in the world, sometimes the worst are our own fears.” – Rudyard Kipling. 
o “I learned that courage was not the absence of fear, but the triumph over it. The brave man is 

not he who does not feel afraid, but he who conquers that fear.” – Nelson Mandela 
o “Don’t fear failure. Not failure, but low aim, is the crime. In great attempts it is glorious to 

even fail.” – Bruce Lee  
o “Never let the fear of striking out get in your way.” – Babe Ruth  

• Romans 8:15 NLT - So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you 
received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own children.  Now we call him, “Abba, 
Father.” 

• Abba is an Aramaic word that is defined, “the father, my father”; it is the equivalent of the English 
word, “daddy" 

• QUOTE: God doesn’t want you to serve him in chains.  He wants you to serve him by choice. 


