
• Generous – showing a readiness to give more of something, as money or time, than what is strictly 
necessary or expected.   

•  We are called to live our lives in such a way that our life is poured out as a sacrifice for mankind and 
humanity is better because we lived. 

Week #3 – Pour Me Out 
Luke 5:1 – 4 (MSG) Once when he was standing on the shore of Lake Gennesaret, the crowd was pushing 
in on him to better hear the Word of God. 2 He noticed two boats tied up. The fishermen had just left them 
and were out scrubbing their nets.3 He climbed into the boat that was Simon's and asked him to put out a 
little from the shore. Sitting there, using the boat for a pulpit, he taught the crowd. 4 When he finished 
teaching, he said to Simon, "Push out into deep water and let your nets out for a catch." 

Matthew 5:13 – 16 (MSG) "Let me tell you why YOU are here. You're here to be salt-seasoning that brings 
out the God-flavors of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste godliness? You've lost your 
usefulness and will end up in the garbage. 14 "Here's another way to put it: You're here to be light, bringing 
out the God-colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We're going public with this, as public as a 
city on a hill. 15 If I make you light-bearers, you don't think I'm going to hide you under a bucket, do you? 
I'm putting you on a light stand. 16 Now that I've put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand – SHINE! Keep 
open house; be GENEROUS with your LIVES. By opening up to others, you’ll prompt people to open up 
with God, this generous Father in heaven.

 God never created us to blend in.  He created us to stand out, then redirect the glory and praise back to Him.   

Ephesians 2:10 (GNT) – God has made us what we are, and in our union with Christ Jesus he has created 
us for a life of GOOD DEEDS, which he has already prepared for us to do. 

 We are our happiest self when we are giving, not receiving and helping, not being helped.  Nothing can replace the 
joy of being used by God.   

Three Facts About God Using Us: 
1. It’s an HONOR for Jesus to get into our boat (use what we have to offer) 

• Philippians 3:7, 8 (MSG) – The very credentials these people are waving around as something 
special, I'm tearing up and throwing out with the trash - along with everything else I used to take 
credit for. And why? Because of Christ. 8 Yes, all the things I once thought were so important are gone 
from my life. Compared to the high privilege of knowing Christ Jesus as my Master, firsthand, 
everything I once thought I had going for me is insignificant - dog dung. I've dumped it all in the trash 
so that I could embrace Christ

2. He doesn’t ask our permission (because He’s Lord) 
• Luke 5:3 (MSG) – “He climbed into the boat that was Simon's…” 

3. He always rewards us when we give Him full access (to our time, talent, & treasure) 
• Luke 5:4 (MSG) – When he finished teaching, he said to Simon, "Push out into deep water and let 

your nets out for a catch." 



• QUOTE: So often we get worn out because we’re stuck playing defense and never go on the attack by 
using our gifts to serve God’s kingdom by serving the vision of our local church.    

I See a Church  
from Pastor Chris Hodges 

I see a church that is so life giving, so refreshing that the buildings struggle to contain their increase.   

I see a church where the people have found a real relationship with God instead of religion; where living for 
God is no longer an obligation, but a heartfelt desire.   

I see a church where people are continually taking next steps in their spiritual journey, reaching the goal of 
new heights in every part of their life.   

I see a church full of people who are growing in God and discovering that God wants to use them to make a 
difference; where every person is experiencing the kind of fulfillment that only God can give.   

I see a church where God uses ordinary people – dream teamers, small group leaders, staffers, children, and 
youth – serving the people of our cities, so that in turn they open up their hearts to God.   

I see a church so compassionate that people are drawn from impossible situations into a loving and friendly 
circle of hope where answers are found and acceptance is given.   

I see a church that is so committed to raising, training, and empowering a leadership generation of young 
people, church planters, and pastors who will go from this place and go change the world. 

I see a church that will never stop searching for the lost, because God never stops searching for us. 

I see a people who are so Kingdom Minded that they will count whatever the cost and pay whatever the 
price to see revival hit America. 

I see a church that realizes that none of this can happen in their own ability; instead, they are a church that 
is committed to prayer, fasting, and dependence upon the Holy Spirit. 

I see a church where ONLY JESUS IS FAMOUS and all the glory goes to God!! 


