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• People came today for lots of reasons…  
• But I don’t want to talk about why you came.  I want to talk today about why you’re here.  
• You’re here because God has a purpose 
• Prov 16:9 (NLT)  - “We can make our plans, but the LORD determines our steps.” 
• You came for one reason, but you’re here for something far more significant! 
• Jer 29:11 (NLT) - For I know the plans I have for you,” says the LORD. “They are plans for good and 

not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. 
• Before I get to preaching, please allow me to share my story with you.  Tolerate me for just 5-7 minutes while 

I me tell you why I’m here.  Then I’ll share why we’re here.  And then most importantly why you’re here. 
• Why I’m here: 

o I was 22 yrs old when I heard God’s voice say as clear as day, “I’m forming in you the heart of 
a pastor”. 

o A good while later, after serving as a youth pastor for several yrs & planning to FINALLY 
launch into music ministry full-time, the Holy Ghost said through my pastor at the time “I used 
you to pastor youth, but now I’m separating you to pastor adults”. 

o And God started to reveal his vision for the church I was to lead, and The city in my heart was 
Detroit. I couldn’t shake it, but I also didn’t dare tell anybody!   

o 2 more witnesses:  
▪ Shortly after that the pastor said, “I believe I heard from the Lord that He’s called you to pastor 

in Metro Detroit!”  WOW! 
▪ I didn’t find this out until years later, but – at the same time (which is about 5 years ago) the 

Lord also began to deal with a pastor, a church planter, a Bishop out in Jacksonville Florida 
about planting a church in his hometown, Detroit. 

▪ Fast forward…I read a book called Good To Great… Chap 3“FIRST WHO THEN WHAT”  
▪ QUOTE: ‘WHO’ QUESTIONS COME BEFORE ‘WHAT’ DECISIONS 
▪ The reason that hit me so hard is because I knew there was a leadership change that needed to 

be made in my life – God was leading me to submit to someone else as my pastor and honestly 
I did not want to do it. 

▪ The first phase of my life (childhood and adolescence)…next phase of my life (early 
adulthood)…and this next phase we’re stepping all the way into just now… 

▪ But as soon as Grace and I settled it in our hearts and we asked Bishop Davis and Pastor April 
to pastor us during this next phase of ministry, it was like a river of peace began to flow.  Doors 
began to open!  Vision became clear.  Financial things fell into place in miraculous ways.  All 
because we got in relationship with WHO God was calling us to do this phase of life with. 

o THIS IS WHY WE ARE HERE! 
o

• This particular gauntlet has a purpose in the Avengers movies and that is to hold the infinity stones and each 
stone gives the person wearing the gauntlet certain superpowers.  And with all 6, the gauntlet reaches its full 
potential and pretty much nothing is impossible. 

• We Are Here To:  Equip all people to grow fully in Christ 
• 2 TIM 3:17  - God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work. 
• There’s a saying that success happens when opportunity meets preparation.  
• 2 Tim 3:17 Young’s Literal Translation “that the man of God may be fitted -- for every good work 

having been completed. 
• Fitted…tailored for what you were destined to do.   



o You didn’t know God was a tailor.  No wonder you were surprised when he took the scissors 
out! 

• Completed…. 
o Something can be absolutely delicious when it’s finished but absolutely disgusting before it’s fully 

prepared.  
o Guess what though, there’s something undone in you too.  That’s why you’re not completely satisfied. 

 Unfulfilled.  Because you’re not finished… 
o It’s like the Avengers Infinity Stone Gauntlet - you’ve come along way and there’s some amazing 

things you can do now that you couldn’t do before.  But you’re still missing some of the pieces.  And 
your destiny, your life’s purpose can’t truly snap! until you get all the pieces in place… 

o Maybe you had some stones in place and you lost them… 

• We Are Here To:  Equip all people to grow fully in Christ 
o Next week we’ll go to the next part “all people”.  Not just church people, but people with obvious, overt, 

visible issues.  People that stay away from church because of their vices, their attractions or their identity.  
All people – people that clap on the 2nd and 4th beat.  And people that clap on the 1st and 3rd beat.  All 
people – those that are historically blocked from being equipped to grow fully in Christ because they hear 
with their eyes instead of their ears!  All people!  But that’s next week 

• Why You Are Here:  
• Phillipians 2:13 (NLT) - For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what 

pleases him. 
• JESUS SAID in Mt 26 that “…The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.” 
• Tell story of my lifelong addiction and how I had the desire, but I didn’t have the power.  I had the will, but not 

the steel.   

1. Guilty pleasure: Kill Bill - the first thing she had to do was go and get a sword made of “Japanese 
steel” by Hatori Hanzo 

2. There are some things that you’re struggling with that would be a lot easier to overcome if you answer 
the WHO question, before the WHAT question 

3. I heard Pastor Ken Nether of Crossover Church say it last week, you don’t get to stand still in life.  
You’re either moving forward or going backwards!  Every Sunday you can take another step fwd!


