
 

Week #1 – Jack and Jill 
Excerpt from “The Life Ready Woman” by Shaunti Feldhahn & Robert Lewis 

• Did God create us special, and is one’s gender purposeful, or are we all merely a product of random 
chance? Our decision here has huge ramifications for how we proceed in life and view masculinity 
and femininity. Of course, you can choose to believe that everything exists by pure accident and that 
nothing has a fixed purpose. If that’s the case, then you are left to create your own definition of 
manhood and womanhood. On the other hand, if God created the universe as Genesis says He did 
and you believe it, then you find yourself called to embrace a breathtaking dignity and fixed meaning 
to your life and your womanhood/manhood. You are purposeful, designed, intentional, and God has 
put you here because He is out to achieve something in the gender He wrapped you in.” 
 

 
Genesis 1:27 (AMP) - So God created man in His own image, in the image and likeness of God He created 
him; male and female He created them. 

• Although scripture consistently identifies God with masculine pronouns, God is neither male nor 
female.  He is Spirit (John 4:24).   

• God’s image is reflected in both the male and female.  His character shines through both. 
• QUOTE: The greatest reflection of God is seen when a male in Christ meets a female in Christ, and 

the two become one in Christ. 
• Genesis 2:18 (AMP) - Now the LORD God said, “It is not good (beneficial) for the man to be alone; 

I will make him a helper [one who balances him—a counterpart who is] suitable and complementary 
for him.” 

• Whether married or single, male or female, it is valuable for us to renew our respect for the 
differences between the two genders because they both reflect the image of God in different ways. 

 
Three Main Differences: 
1. How we see the world: 

• QUOTE:  The way men see the world tends to be in isolated fragments, while women see the world in 
bands of connectivity. 

2. How we see ourselves: 
• Adam was born into a job; Eve was born into a relationship 
• Genesis 2:15 (NIV) - The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and 

take care of it. 
• Genesis 2:22 (NIV) - Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, 

and he brought her to the man. 
 
3. How we function in relationships 

• I Peter 3:7 (NLT) - In the same way, you husbands must give honor to your wives. Treat your wife 
with understanding as you live together. She may be weaker than you are, but she is your equal 
partner in God’s gift of new life. Treat her as you should so your prayers will not be hindered. 

• The female tends to be inferior physically, but she is by far the stronger vessel in relationships. 
• Men usually don’t read well between the lines 
• Men tend to be more direct, so they have to be cautious not to injure with their words 
• Colossians 3:19 (NIV) - Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them. 

 
 
Psalm 139:14 (NCV) – I praise you because you made me in an amazing and wonderful way. What you 
have done is wonderful. I know this very well. 



 

• QUOTE:  God is the great architect of male and female differences.  So those differences should be 
celebrated. 

 


