
ARISE – Take Your Rightful Place
 

• We are living in a time where Christianity is drifting toward humanism or impotency. 
• Neither extreme is where God wants us to be.  We are called to be FULLY DEPENDENT upon the 

power of Holy Spirit, but at the same time walking in the FULL MEASURE of God’s power for us. 

Genesis 1:26 (NKJV) – Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let 
them have DOMINION over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the 
earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth. 

o God didn’t create mankind to resemble Him physically (no need trying to figure out God’s race).  God 
is a Spirit and He created us as spiritual beings who are only out-classed by God Himself!  

Week #2 – Branches with Benefits 
• John 15:5 (NLT) - “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, 

will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. 
• Jesus gave us the best possible metaphor for what it means to be “In Christ”, a fruit tree.  He’s the 

vine or trunk of the tree.  Each of us are the branches. 
• The fruit that should be on every branch is an abundant life that glorifies God.   

o The skin or peel is our Christian Conduct:  
▪ Matthew 5:16 (NASB) - Your light must shine before people in such a way that they 

may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. 
▪ glo·ri·fy | to light up brilliantly; to represent as glorious 
▪ QUOTE: When a believer is living right and living good, that life gives glory to God 

o The pulp inside is our Christian Character:  
▪ Galatians 5:22-23 (NLT) - 22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-
control. There is no law against these things! 

o The seeds inside are our Christian Converts: 
o Proverbs 11:30 (NKJV) - The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And he who wins souls is 

wise. 
• QUOTE: Trying to live a good life without Christ is like trying to grow fruit on a dead stick 
• Acts 19:13-16 (NLT) - A group of Jews was traveling from town to town casting out evil spirits. They 

tried to use the name of the Lord Jesus in their incantation, saying, “I command you in the name of 
Jesus, whom Paul preaches, to come out!” 14 Seven sons of Sceva, a leading priest, were doing 
this. 15 But one time when they tried it, the evil spirit replied, “I know Jesus, and I know Paul, but who 
are you?” 16 Then the man with the evil spirit leaped on them, overpowered them, and attacked them 
with such violence that they fled from the house, naked and battered. 

o A franchise gets all the benefits of the company whose name it bears, and as branches, we have legal 
right to use the name of Jesus! 
• John 14:13-14 (NLT) - You can ask for anything in my name, and I will do it, so that the Son can 

bring glory to the Father. Yes, ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it! 
o As branches, we have access to the trade secrets! 



ARISE – Take Your Rightful Place
• Matthew 13:10-11 (NLT) - His disciples came and asked him, “Why do you use parables when you 

talk to the people?”11He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secrets of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, but others are not. 

• 1 Cor 2:9-10 (GWT) - But as Scripture says: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has 
imagined the things that God has prepared for those who love him." God has revealed those things to 
us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches everything, especially the deep things of God. 

What else is in the franchise package for branches of "Christ, Incorporated"? 
1. Huge profit margin! 

o 1 Timothy 4:8 (Aramaic Bible in Plain English) - For exercise of the body profits a little for 
this time, but righteousness profits in everything, and it has the promise of life for this time and of the 
future. 
2. 24/7 Security! 

o  2 Thessalonians 3:3 (NIV) - But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you and protect 
you from the evil one. 

3. Pre-paid Legal! 
o Romans 8:33-34 (MSG) - And who would dare tangle with God by messing with one of God’s 

chosen? Who would dare even to point a finger? The One who died for us—who was raised to 
life for us!—is in the presence of God at this very moment sticking up for us. 

4. Free Credit Repair! 
o 2 Corinthians 5:17 (CEV) - Anyone who belongs to Christ is a new person. The past is 

forgotten, and everything is new. 

http://biblehub.com/matthew/13-11.htm
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