
Revelation 21:5 (NLT) - Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things 
new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.”  

• Jesus is the One that makes “all things new”!   
• 2 Corinthians 4:16 (AMPC) - Therefore we do not become discouraged (utterly 
spiritless, exhausted, and wearied out through fear). Though our outer man is 
[progressively] decaying and wasting away, yet our inner self is being [progressively] 
renewed day after day.   
• The life of God hasn’t made us new; it is making us new day after day!  If we’re 
constantly being renewed, then our heart, our vision, commitments, and relationships 
should also be constantly renewed.  It is time to start on a clean slate, with a:   
o New Heart  
o New Vision  
o New Commitments, and   
o New Community  

Week #3 – NEW COMMITMENTS  
• Context: First Kings Chapter 8 contains the historical record of the Grand Opening 
of the very first Jewish temple, also known as “Solomon’s Temple”, also known as the 
most valuable piece of real estate on earth at that time.  It not only contained half of 
the entire ancient world’s known gold supply, but it also contained the original Ten 
Commandments on stone tablets, written by the finger of God Himself!  The Spirit of 
God showed up to the grand opening to “cut the ribbon”: 
• 1 Kings 8:10-11 (NIV) - When the priests withdrew from the Holy Place, the 
cloud filled the temple of the Lord. 11 And the priests could not perform their service 
(miraculous intervention) because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled his 
temple. 
• QUOTE: When we commit our life’s work to The Lord, we can expect a 
miraculous intervention of God’s glory! 
• At the end of Solomon’s Grand Opening speech is this final sentence: 
• 1 Kings 8:61 (NIV) – And may your hearts be fully committed to the Lord our 

God, to live by his decrees and obey his commands, as at this time.” 
• I found two profound truths hidden in this simple phrase: 
• 1 - The best expression of what’s in my heart is not how I feel, but how I live  

• In the euphoria of this historic moment, it had to be exhilarating to worship 
God in the brand-new temple.  But when the newness fades and the 
honeymoon is over, who will remain fully committed?   
• It’s easy to feel committed during life’s most exciting moments.  But when 
the new church isn’t new anymore, or the marriage isn’t new anymore, or 



being a Christian isn’t new anymore, we sometimes need to renew our 
commitment. 
• Example: It’s rare to find a useful story on Basketball Wives of LA, but…
Doug Christie (Sacramento Kings Asst. Coach) & his wife Jackie renew their 
vows with a full-out wedding every year and they’ve been married more than 
20 years 

• 2 - Commitment is tested by time 
• QUOTE: “The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of 

comfort & convenience, but in times of challenge and controversy”. Dr. Martin 
Luther King 

• Even when we stumble, Jesus is the one that makes all things new!  Old things 
have passed away!  Let’s make our commitments new today. 

3 New Commitments: 
• New commitment to GROW 

• Our purpose statement as a church is to equip all people to grow fully in 
Christ.  Because the more you grow, the more you benefit from salvation.  

• QUOTE: Your salvation has features you haven’t even tapped into yet! 
• Example: Two people can have the same cell phone, but one person gets way 

more benefit from their phone than the other gets from the same phone.  
• 1 Peter 2:2 (CSB) - Like newborn infants, desire the pure milk of the word, 

so that by it you may grow up into your salvation 
• Example: Newborns eat ALL THE TIME.  No wonder they grow faster in 

those first 3 months than at any other point in their life!  
• Everyone should have a Bible Reading Plan! (i.e. One Year Chronological 

Bible, Youversion, www.rightnowmedia.com, etc.) 
• Proverbs 21:5 (NLT) - Good planning and hard work lead to prosperity, but 

hasty shortcuts lead to poverty.  
• New Commitment to GIVE 

• 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 (NLT) - Remember this—a farmer who plants only a 
few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants generously will get a 
generous crop. 7 You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And 
don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person 
who gives cheerfully.” 8 And God will generously provide all you need. Then 
you will always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with 
others.  

• “Decide in your heart (not in your budget) how much you want to give...and 
God will generously provide all you need”. 

• Would you like to give more in 2022?  



• 2 Corinthians 9:10 (NIV) - Now he who supplies seed to the sower and 
bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will 
enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 

• God supplies seed AND bread.  It’s not “either or”, it’s “both and”! 
• New Commitment to GO 

• Mark 16:15 (NLT) - And then he told them, “Go into all the world and 
preach the Good News to everyone. 

• One of our values as a church is “We don’t come to church alone” 
• Luke 15:7 (NLT) - In the same way, there is more joy in heaven over one lost 

sinner who repents and returns to God than over ninety-nine others who are 
righteous and haven’t strayed away! 

• QUOTE: God seems more concerned about saving lost souls than anything 
else in the world 


